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Satire’s my weapun; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

[ only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pora. 
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FOLLY AND INUTILITY OF THE AGRICUL- 
TURAL MEETINGS, TO PETITION’ FOR 
ANY THING SHORT OF PARLIAMENTARY 
REFORM. | 
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The folly of expecting any advantage, by petitioning 
the House of Commons, on the agricultural distress, may 
‘be sufficiently seen from a slight analysis of a speech of 
the Earl of Chichester, at an agricultural meeting at 
Lewes, on the 9th inst. It is altogether a curiosity ; and 
fully merits the attention which we ask for it. Ona 
petition in the usual silly terms being proposed, the 
paper adds :—“ The Eari of Chichester, in rising to se- 
‘¢ cond the above motion, said that it might appear that 
** he should be one of the last persons to come forward 
‘¢ for such a purpose, because it was well known that he 
“did not expeet any good result from petitions of this 
*¢ sort. He should not have attended had he not beer 
** pressed to do so, and had he not at the same time been 
*: desirous to contradict the wicked reports of his 
“unfavourable to agriculture: he was persuaded that it 
** would be better for those who were now present to be 


“at their homes and in their own business, . Referring 
Vor. VAT. N.S. : , fed 
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“ to the reports above alluded to, his Lordship observed 
“ that it was of little consequence what might be said of * 
“ Lord Chichester, but it was of great consequence what 
‘“* might be said of a plan of relief. He had foreseen, 
“ and said, that the change from war to peace would be 
m attended with difficulties ; and, as a proof of this, there 
C were persons now in the room who knew that four 
c years ago he had refused to renew his leases at ad- 
¢ ‘vanced rents. The lessening of the poor rates, not by 
C taking away the allowances, but by cherishing a spirit 
(f of indeve ndence, would be one means of lessening the 
© burden of the country (applause.) He did not say 
“ this to obtain the noise which he now heard in the 

‘room. Ife would rather have been employed at home 
‘ (as he otherwise should have been) in furthering 

<< the objects that he had recommended, than listen 
i to knocking and clapping of hands. He lamented 
¢f that it was supposed meetings and applications to Par-~ 
<¢ liament could be productive of good. The distress of 
.° the farmer was certainly the distress of the landlord, 
¢ and could not be relieved without the individual exer- 
( tions ofall. Meetings had this bad effect, that they 
c * cherished hopes wii ich could not be realised. Gentle- 

‘men would be better employed in the way he had pro- 

é posed, than by westing Uicir time at meetings. He 

«¢ would repeat, that he would not have attended this 
f day, but that it might have seemed to argue on his part - 
‘ inattention to the agriculturalinterests. He could not 
‘ encourayeany hopes, but was very rwidling to second 
* the petition.” 

There is quite enous of foddy in this speech. Indeed 
we never met with move in so short a compass; but there 
is a superlative degree of insolence, which the meeting, 
had it been composed uf rational men, would have chas- 
tised in a proper manner. This Earl of Chi ichester, 
whose real name is Pediam, is asinecure placeman, call- 
eda Joint Post Master General, for which he does little 
besides receiving a salary of two thousand five hundred 
-a-year. His brother has 6,5001. a-year, for being Bi- 

shop of Exeter, with more than a hundred church 
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livings in bis gift besides. And he is cousin to the Duke 
of Neweastle, who, with his relations and connectiens, 
takes out of the public purse 19,700]. per annum. Such 
is the man, who ventures to speak on such an occasion. 
Leok at what he says. He seconds the petition—rises 
on purpose to second it ; and, in the same breath, tells 
the meeting, “S that if was well known he did not ex- 
“pect any good result from petitions of tds sort!” Was 
there ever a more stupid reason for silly conduct. If he 
did not expect any good from it, why did he interfere ? 
Did he feel it was necessary, or was it required of him 
to lend himself to a delusion, that he knew could have 
no result. Or did he mean to say that some other sort 
of petition ought to have been adopted, that might have 
some effect. Why did he second a fallacy, rise to second 
afallacy, and proclaiin it a fallacy, at the same time. 
What a contemptible opinion he must have had of his 
audience, before even a lord could have ventured to do 
this! fe attended, because he was pressed to do so. 
Who, in the Devil’s name, could press Atm? Nobody 
that wanted his assistance, when they knew he was not 
friendly to the measure. They would rather have press- 
ed him to keepaway. Did his press-warrant proceed 
from his masters? If it did, he should not have talked 
about it, but obeyed them with more discretion. But he 
bad another motive for attending. Some sicked folks 
had spread reports that he was unfavourable to agricul- 
ture. As he can do agricuilure neither good, nor harm, 
abstracted from the general mischief, that paying a use- 
less salary does to the country at large, he need not have 
cared what was said about his opinions, with respect to 
agriculture. It was as useless for him to come on this 
account, as for the Hialian fanatic to make a journey to 
tome, to assure his Toliness that he harboured no design 
of running away with the image of the Lady of Loretto. 
But, grant that he came to contradict these ewicked re- 
ports, he actually must have confirmed. A man must 
he unfavourable to agriculture, who seconds an avzricul- 
tural petition of “ @ sort” from which he expects no 
zood result. He should have proposed a belter, not 
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seconded a bad one; but the thing was got up— 
his part was set down—he was pressed to perform it— 
and he forgot the caution, which Shakspeare, in his 
instructions to players, gives to clowns, but which are 
equally applicable to certain Lords :—“ Let your clowns 
“ syeak no more than is set down for them.” This de- 
claration, however, that their petition was useless, was 
not enough for this noble Lord. He must go on to tell 
them, that “‘ he was persuaded that it would be better 
“* for those who were now present to be at thezr homes, 
“ and in their own business!” Poor devils! They think, 
doubtless, that they have been minding their business at 
home too long; and they now feel that they would have 
been as well employed in looking after it in another 
place, or two, where the noble Lord and his colleagues 
have been pretending to manage it for them. They now 
find it will not do to stay at home ; and that, indeed, if 
they do not begin to look a little abroad, they will shortly 
have no homes to remain in, or any business to look 
after. But how very silly of this Lord to tell them tu 
go home. Was he not afraid somebody would tell him 
to take his own advice—that he, as a gainer by the 
cause of the distress, was not a party to be consulted, 
as to the mode to be adopted to get rid of it—and that, 
if he thought their proceedings would be useless, he 
should not mock them, by any pretence of taking a part 
inthem. The seconder of a petition which he affected 
to know would be useless, must be considered to have 
seconded it, Gecause he knew it would be useless. It 
would also naturally be presumed, that he would have 
opposed any eflectual petition; and the plain English of 
the first part of his speech is—** I will second the peti- 
** tion, because { know it can make no alteration for the 
*“* better on your pail; and, as on mine, | want no al- 
* teration, you had better go home, with the assurance 
* of having doac ueihing !? > The noble Lord then re- 
peats his claims to the character of a conjuror. *%* Her 
*S bad forescen, that a change from war to peace would 
| “The devil he had !— 
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be now. Yet is ihat any reason, the farmer should con- 
tentedly go home, and put up with ruin,while the Earl of 
Chichester pockets his usual wages, for his usual unim- 
portant services, and has no share of the diificulties to 
cope with, which he had foreseen! But he tells us, he 
had refused to renew his leases at advanced rents four 
years ago. He had better have told us where the fools 
could be found who ofered him advanced rents, at that 
period. They could have had very little foresight, at 
any rate; and it would have been little less than swind- 
ling to have renewed leases, at higher rents, at that 
time, if any idiots could have been found to offer them. 
As he advances, he gets bolder and arser, until we at 
length find an absolute truism from the mouth of the 
noble Lord. ‘ The lessening of the poor’s raies, would 
‘‘ be one means of lessening the burdens of the coun- 
‘try !’?— Euclid himself never offered a clearer pro- 
position; but the noble Lord forget to say Aow they 
were to be lessened. Indeed his illustration of his 
truism is rather obscure. He says the rates of allow- 
ance ought not to be lessened, but a spirit of endepend- 
ence ought to be cherished! But Aow isit to be cherished. 
Men must eat. If they have no work, the parish must 
find them food ; and however they may sigh for inde- 
pendence, it is out of their reach; and will remain so, 
until the éavation is reduced—about which the noble 
lord did not say a word. There is an order of public 
paupers, of which his lordship is one, in whom it would 
be useful to cherish a spirit of independence. His lord- 
ship knows that his place is not at all necessary to the 
maintenance of the post-office. He is rich enough, to 
do without a salary for the holding of a merely nominal 
place; aad if he would shew his regard for a spirit of 
independence, he would give up his sinecure, and thus 
diminish the public burthens to thatamount. — It is very 
easy to say to a poor labourer, “ you ougiil to be con- 
7 tent with bread and cheese, or even bread and water, 
rather than burthen the parish; it is so disgraceful to 

be a pauper!” But while the labourer knows that his 
noble adviser does not scruple to take his thousands per 
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annum from the public purse, while he really has enougr: 
without them to obtain all the luxuries of life, the la 
bourer will think it no disgrace to ask for the bread he 
wants to eat, or the lodgiug which is ———— to shelter 

him from the cold. ftis not amo nee’ the poor, so much: 
as amonvsi the rich, that we want a: spir it of independ- 
ence a erished, Ef the monarch were to redece the ex- 
pences of his establishment to the sum requisite for real 
ent in church 
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ine poor but while they see ~~ 
“6 ters,” as they are insolently and unjustly called, rioting 
in undeserved luxury, and pursuing their own interests 
through every mean and servile path, tie poor feel that 
there exists iio right to call upon them for the exercise 
of virtues, which are practised by none besides. There 
are no where to be seen such sturdy and waprincinied 
beggars, as those which besiege a court; an d tie worst 
of all paupers are those who will not be content with a 
mere subsistence at the expence of others ; but insolently 
demand luxurious enjoyment, as the price of base ser- 
vility. 

The modesty of the good lord apnearcd quite shocked 
at the applause which his recommendation to eherish a 
spirit of independence among paupers excited. Perhaps 
he guessed that some wag was ap plauding the idea, im 
the hope that his lordship would sive up his salary, and 
erase his name from tl ie list! It was an unineky idea, and 
enough to discompose delicate nerves, which cannot besup- 
posed strong cnough to bear the “ keockine an! clapping to. 
gether of rough vulga whands!” But having got the wood 
graces of the meeting, he was determined to keep it 
quiet, if possible: and, after coming on purpose to 
second the petition, he daments “that it was supposed 
‘** mectings and applicabio: 1s to parliament could do any 
“oood !” “Is not this a libel en the ** collective wisdom ?”’ 
Why, this is what has been called almost treasonable 
language on the part of the radicals; and here it is 
used by a placeman anda pensioner. We have long 
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said that petitions to parliament would do no good ’ 
but we did not think so meanly of the collective wisdom, 
as to suppose they could do no good. We thought the 
“ thunderers” had power enough, if they liked to use it, 
even to do much good. But here is an ofd pensioner, 
who, by inference, says they can do notuing but mis- 
chief !—as it cannot, of course, be denied, that the mis- 
chief is all of their own effecting. Their measures ren- 
dered taxes necessary, and with the growth of taxation, 
grew all the misery of the realm. And now we are 
told, having done all the mischief, they can do no good: 
and this too, by one of their own pensioners! The 
farmers have brought their hogs to a fine market indeed ; 
to be told that those who have thrown them into the 
mire are unable to help them out again. Ifso, they 
must try to get out themselves, without the assistance 
of the “ éhunderers!” But, is it wise for this pensioner 
to be so candid? It is honest, we allow We agree 
with him fully that such petitions will do no good—that 
‘such meetings only cherish hopes that will not be realized 
—and that those who /ead and prompt them, are aware 
of this ; and enly encourage them, lest the farmers should 
get into some better mode of making themselves heard 
—and find some more effectual manner of alleviating 
their distress. The farmers should look at one clear 
proposition. Somebody has brought them into their 
difficulties. Nobody could do this, but these who have 
been entrusted with power. Nor could those in power 
have done all this mischief, if the representatives of the 
people had been wzse and honest ; and the representation 
of the people had been full and complete, As the cause 
of the evil was a bad representation, nothing can remedy 
it but a good one—and to obtain this good one, the par- 
liament must be reformed, and reformed effectually. 
To demand any less remedy, is ridiculous—to demand 
any other is useless:—and to obtain this reform, the 
agriculturists have only to join with the people in the 
declaration, that “‘ taxation without representation, %s 


“a tyranny unauthorized by the spirit of 
a li ! F spirit of the laws o 
* England!” J A oS f 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


ewe ee 


From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol to the 
Fellow Bonze at Japan. 


FINAL DEFEAT OF THE BRIDGE-STREET GANG.—DE- 
GRADING USES OF ITS AGENTS. 


Respected Friend, 
I hasten to inform thee of a most singular circum- 
stance, that will both surprzze and affect thee. The 
two worthies of the Bridge Street Gang, their Hector, 
and their Ajax, have received mortal wounds ; and it is 
to be apprehended, that they will not only give up the 
ghost themselves ; but that they will also give up the 
ghosts of all their host! Notwithstanding the “ Great 
“ Captain” is amongst them—notwithstanding that they 
have grave bishops to bless their iniquities, and reverend 
clergymen to give them absolution—notwithstanding the 
righteous cause in which they are embarked, and their 
readiness to embark in any cause that will pay—not- 
withstanding dadies smile upon Sharpe’s endeavour to 
find a character, and upon Murray’s exertion to lose one 
—notwithstanding they have good clothes upon their backs 
—and good money in their pockets—notwithstandin 
the Recorder of London, and Mr. Adolphus cry, “ God 
“‘dless them, ’—notwithstanding theCourt of King’sBench 
turns towards them a friendly ear ;—notwilhstanding 
the Chief Justice of the Isle of Ely, is a subscriber, and 
a patron ;—and notwithstanding the Attorney General 
calls them simpletons, but contend their simplicity is legal 
—notwithstanding all this, they are but mortal ; and 
have been at last mortally wounded. Ingenuity has ‘been 
more than a match for force. Wt, the Dwarf, has been 
more than a match for daw, the giant. And who, dost 
thou think, hast dealt this fatal blow—a blow which if it 
has not killed two birds, has frightened two 





ey 
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No less a personage than Mr. Waddington, who has en- 
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tered into a league offensive and defensive with the pro- 
prietor of the ‘Temple of Reason ; and has commenced 
hostilities in a mode which ensures him, a final triumph. 
It is in vain that Sharpe and Murray watch his move- 
ments, and attempt to take him at an unguarded mo- 
ment. Nightly they have been seen walking away In 
disappointment from the fortress, not having found 
means to insert even the screw-like fingers of law into 
any unguarded crevice. Safely behind the counter sits 
Mr. Waddington, serving those publications that the 
fingers of the law have not touched, and behind an im- 
pregnable mound, his assistants vend the much-dreaded 
publications without being seen. A contrivance enables 
them to receive the money, without a possibility of being 
seized, or identified. Even Mr. Sharpe himself may 
now purchase a libel, and be no farther «dvanced in his 
designs. Alas! he knows not who vends it. And, even 
if he were to guess who did actuality vend the question- 
able books, he cannot bring any evidence of the fact, to 
satisfy a jury! The Bridge Street Gang may now ex- 
claim, ‘* their occupation’s gone.” They cannot move. 
It is quite useless to have friendly judges, convenient 
sheriffs, special juries, active spies, and the most excel- 
lent swearers as witnesses. They cannot find parties to 
prosecute. The victim is not to be reached—the altar is 
ready, the priests are ready—but the sacrifice is delayed. . 
Sharpe will surely go mad. Murray, perhaps, has got 
money enough to keep him in his senses; but, alas! his 
reason will only inflict upon him a more acute degree of 
distress. ‘‘ Sharp misery will wear him to the bone !” 
This quotation is not very appropriate; for his loyal 
anxiety has wornhim to the bone already ; and if mi- 
sery begin to assail him also, it must eat his very bones. 
It is rumoured that the Gang mean to apply to the 

thunderers,” when they meet, to thunder forth an 
Act of Parliament, to enable Sharpe and himself, to 
commit burglaries, in order to reach libel-sellers! But 
even this will not do: for while the burglary is commit- 
ting, the libel-vender may be gone ; or he may remain, 
and deny the charge! There is no remedy for this, but 
to pass another Act, declaring that any person found 
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near such premises, whose looks do not entirely please 
Messrs. Sharpe and Murray, shall be committed upon 
the oaths of those two worthies, that they believe the ~ 
persons suspected are cupuble of selling libels! This wili 
pertect the Constitution, which is the ‘* envy and admi- 
ration of the world ;” and Sharpe and Murray may be 
a the pillar s of the Siate; for it is certain, the 
e the props of the Gang; and the Gang declares that 
the safety of the State depends entirely on their success 
in shutting up the Temple of Reason! Mr. Wadding- 
ton, however , declares that it shall not be shut up ; and 
it is clear, that the advantage is on his side. [am in- 
formed, that he intends to add insult to conquest ; and 
that ina few days, he will make Messrs. Murray and 
Sharpe énzsfrumental in the sale of what they attempted 
to prohibit. Yes, my friend, to the absolute horror of 
all loyal men, he has contrived a device to make shop- 
men of the two persecutors. The scheme is this. An 
image of Mr. Murray, with his wooden leg, is said to 
be preparing, as large as life. This is said _ to be placed 
at the side of one of the openings into the iaterior. The 
image is to hold out one hand for the money, and the 
other for the order. As soon as the intended purchaser 
has put his money and order into the hands of the image. 
he is to pull its nose lustily, Which will move the arms 
into the interior, The party behind the screea, exchanges 
the pamphlet for the money ; and a kick on the breech 
of the image, turns it again round to the customer in the 
anti-room; who, of course, as he takes his bargain, will 
thank the semblance of Mr. Murray, for its politeness in 
forwarding his wishes. Mr. Sharpe’s likeness, is to be 
equally weil employed, though in a different manner. 
[t is to stand on the opposite side of the shop, and front- 
ing his colleague. If any conversation be requisite be- 
tween the purchaser , and vender, Mr. eee image is 
to be its medium. A pull at the imave’s ear, bespeaks 
the requisite attention, from the interior. The purcha- 
ser then speaks in the ear what he Wishes to aaY> and re- 
ceives his answer through the image’s mouth !_ And wher 
purchasers are slack, a  speaking-trumpet can be placed 
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in our Mr. S’s. mouth ; and he can be made to play the 
vart of puffer to the institution which he had hoped to 
extinguish. Thus falls the pride of the mgAty. Thus 
vanish the hopes of the Joyal! Thus fade the pro- 
iects of these friends of Church and State! Who would 
have contemplated this result of all their expectations ! 
Why, they have absolutely taught all future speculators 
in prohibited opinions a safe, anc certain mode of bid- 
ding effectual defiance to all the force of power, and all 
the ingenuity of law. They have been the occasion of 
the discovery of a means of erecting an impregnable bar- 
rier avainst all attack. A man has nothiag to do, but 
to close his doors, to let off a portion of his shop, to some 
person, whose name he need net know; and behind aun 
impenetrable screen, (for if might be made of ron, it 
necessary), lie may vend whatever he thinks proper. 
The Continent will not fail to profit by this Ainé:-—and 
every place hitherto cursed by the protection of the holy 
alliance, wil! not fail to bless the Bridgve-street Gang, 
which: has perfected the means of defending the liberty 
of the press! ELow different, sometimes, are the effects 
of inveterate hatred, from the desiens of those who har- 
bourit! Why, a monument may yet be erected in 
Bridve-street, out of gratitude to the Gane, for its 
undesigned blessings, by the congregated tribe of 
lihelicrs ! Upon the top of whieh Sharpe and Murray 
may entwine their arms, and pointing to the security of 
the Temple of Reason, exclaim, “’?Toras wethaidid it!” 
Every night should Mr. Carlile remember them in his 
prayers, for their invaluable hostility; and even Mr. 
Waddington, in the pride of his victory, must remember 
to their cve.?t, that if they had not been silly enough to 
fight, he could never have been their conqueror. I think 
see the Gang in midnight consultation, on their dis- 
graceful and perplexing dilemma! Abuse, as Dr. Slop 
would tell them, might be borne ; and borne with pride 
—but laughter, scorn, contempt, and mockery, as well 
as disappointed vengeance, is enough to make them all 
dowaright madmen. Bedlam, I fear, will be crowded 


with them, and their tools. Perhaps Sharpe and Murray 
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may hereafter be placed before the doors of that institu- 
tion, in lieu of the statues representing raving and me- 
lancholy madness—Sharpe raving about his characior ! 
—and Murray melancholy for the loss of his briefs? 
Poor devils! They have had enough to torture them, in 
all conscience, before :—and now they are likely to be 
borne down by a flood of intolerable laughter. Dr. Slop 
isthe only person that has any fellow-feeling with 
them ; for it is now to be feared that the trventy-yurnea 
advertisements are gone—for ever gone. It is useless 
to beg for further supplies, for they have no means of 
using the money they have got:—and_ their noble and 
ignoble subscribers will be so diszusted with the cone 
temptible figures they make, that the /ool-trap will be 
set in future in vain. Not even Mistress Hannah 
Moore will be caught nibbling at the loyal ba‘t, a second 
time ; and the “ Great Captain,” will swear that a sin- 
gle ounce of gunpowder is worth all the law, and all the 
lawyers, in the universe. Adieu, my friend! Should [ 
hear more, I will not fail to let thee know. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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A BOX OF RARITIES, 


Aindly presented by the Black Dwarf to the Great 
Men he has been so long attempting to school, for 
their holiday amusements. 


ee ee 


For an illustrious personage.—A copy of the merry 
painter, trundling his wife to the devil in a wheelbarrow. 
A new song, called, ‘“* Barney O’Flannigan, is his own 
‘man again” <A Dutch tea-pot, with the spout where 
the cover ought to be; an extremely rare toy only 
to be equalled by the P—— at B— . Awax model 
of a good-looking man, to fit coats and periwigs upon. 
A wife without faults, being made of the best ginger= 








* 
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bread. A set of ministers of state, complete, in lead and 
clay—a city of wax, and a people of paper! A shop- 
board, thimble, scissars, &c. for future use, should they 
be wanted in the decline of life, from the misconduct of 
the managers of the present concern. 

For Lord Liverpool.—A copy of the usual arrange- 
ments for a funeral; to prevent any future conversion of 
the last ceremony, into a bloody tumult. A pocket-glass, 
that he may have visual evidence of the personal insig- 
nificance even of a prime minister, when put in contrast 
with the liberties of a nation. As he spoilt the hummzng- 
top with which I kindly presented him last year, by at- 
tempting to Awm at very unseasonable periods, and in a 
very silly manner, I beg his acceptance this year of a 
birch rod, and a penny trumpet; that he may do justice 
on himself, and publish his penitence and punishment to 
the world. I would have given him a cap and bells, but 
all my stock of such articles are more particularly want- 
ed by Sharpe and Murray, and the rest of the zanys in 
Bridge Street. 

For Lord Sidmouth.—A print of the Manchester 
Massacre, to hang up in his bed-room ; with a copy of 
his letter of thanks to the ————!!!!!! A full length 


of Oliver, for his study; witha full, true, and particular 
account of the contrivances made use of to get up the 
Derby tragedy. A head of Castées, for his library; and 
another of his friends Edwards and Franklin, for his 
drawing-room ; with prints of the robbery, and execution 
of Arthur Thistlewood :—apen and ink designof the erec- 
tion of the human shambles, during divine service, onthe 
Sabdath-day, in the midst of the metropolis of Great 
Britain. A ream of large paper, for the record of his 
political misdeeds; and a visiting card, for the record of 
his services to his country. A strong line, a large nail, 
and a hammer. 

For Lord Castlereagh.—A quiver full of paper thun- 
derbolts, to amuse himself and his fellow-thunderers, at 
St. Stephens. A copy of hts outh, to promote a re- 
form in parliament. A whip, a pair of hand-cuffs, leg 
and body irons, pick-axe, to diz holes, and a spade te 
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fill them up again :—a barrel of pitch, a volume of harst 
laws, a reviment of soldiers, a few pieces of cannon, with 
ammunition ; being the legislative principles of this 
profound statesman. A copy of the lite of his grand- 
father, that should his present trade fail, he may have 
recourse to his family profession, with a green bag to 
hold his wares. A view of his lordship, with his “ back 
‘turned upon himself,’ and “standing prostrate’ on his 


“fundamental features ” 


For the Right Honourable Robert Peel.—A model of 
a spinning-jenny ; 2 copy of the objections to “ states- 
‘* men from the loom, and politicians from the spinning- 
*¢ jenny,’ made by his pres sent colleagues, before he came 
amongst them. <A word of ailvice to stick to his own 
bill ; With a method of manuafact turing bank notes into 
vold, quite a secret for him and bis prompters. 

For the Chanceller of the Eachequer.—A} iegion of 
wickpockets, to further his financial ope: ations. A 
parish guage, to ascertain when pockets are really empty. 
A curious instrument, to ascertain upon how little a 
thing of two legs can ’ possibly exist; first invented by 
Billy Pitt, but since wonderfully improved by various 
professors. A patent screw, to pinch cver 1 body alike, 
that there may be no cause of com; plain ” A weather- 
lass, iv point out the exact tempc ral ire of the Stock 
Exchange; anda probe, to find out the sensitive parts 
of those siate-ulcers, tue funds! A scheme for taxing 
the wilfully blind, which will be very preauctive, if laid 
on in time; and assisted by an actof parliament, render- 
ing it hightreason for-any body to see more than the 
ministers think ought to be seen. A view of the inte- 
rior of the King’s Bench prison, to whicii it ts possible 
the little gentleman may come at last, if his master 
John Bull should take it into his head to manage his own 
mailers, while he has any money left. 


_ For Lord Eidon—A flock of fine (ero-legged sheep, 
for his legal pastures ; the animals are not quite so fat as 
they used to be ; but the fleeces yet afford such good 
plucking, that his lordship need not apply for any re- 
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duction of rents.” A pium which he has been long 
sighing to possess. An illustration of the Pitt system, 
in a view of a cornish shipwreck, in which is admirably 
shewn how one man may get rich by the ruin of another. 
A portrait of Thomas flardy, whom he had not talent 
enough to destroy. A copy of his own declaration, that 
- the King ought to die, andhe trustedto God hewould 
“ die, if he consented to aet with any other representa- 
“ tion of the people,” than the present unequal, and cor- 
rupt one. A bottle of eye-water, lest weeping so much 
should injure his eyes. A perspective glass, that he may 
‘see what is likely to happen: and one grain of very or- 
dinary sense, that may be useful to him some day, when 
all his legal knowledge is not worth a farthing. 

For his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury.—A 
bust of an ideot, that he may be the better acquainted 
with the symptoms of the disorder, when he is next call- 
ed upon to denounce the madness of the people. A 
Treatise on the nature of the real Flead of the Church. 

For the Bishop of London.-——Several well-attested 
proofs that men, having worn Crowns, and having been 
called Kings, have been both fools and knaves; as a sort 
of commentary upon his declaration that “¢ a King can- 
“© not commit an act of folly, much less of vice!” <A 
better mask that, than the one usually worn by political 
priests: and a suflicient quantity of lawn to disguise the 
cloven foot of a clerical courtier! 

For Mr. Justice Bailey.—A copy of the *armer’s pe- 
titions, in provf of the blessings of taxation. A memo- 
randum-book, in which the learned J udee will find tbe 


following couplet, which | request be will learn by 
heart - 
neart :— 


‘* When next you dine, on boil’d, or roast, or stew, 
** Remember odher folics bave siomachs too, 

‘ 2 s},. : P - ) 
‘And that they waut then filled as well as you.” 


For the Bridqe Street Gang.—A stool of repentance, 
white Sheets to do penance in, and a set of Cruikshank’s 
caricatures of their existence, for their amusement. 

Kor Mr. Webb Hall-—Glass eyes, which will serve 
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him quite as well as his natural ones have hitherto done, 
on certain subjects ; though he has been able to walk to 
his own crib blindfold. 

To the Bank Directors.—A curious phantasmagoria, 
accurately representing all the executiens that their sys- 
tem has occasioned ; with a counterpart exhibiting the 
useful employments in which their sacrifices might have 
been engaged. A mudel of an anrimitable bank note ; 
and a list of all the falsehoods told during its attempted 
manufacture, to render hanging more palatable to the 
country. 

To a great number of Great Men.—A view of Bo- 
tany Bay, for which it is possible some accident ma 
induce them to embark ; with an account of the usual 
treatment of sturdy beggars, and convicted impostors. 

To Ferdinand of Spain.—An order for some new 
petticoats, when he has leisure, from the slackness of his 
present employment, to embroider them. They are 
wanted for several old women, here, who have been 
long supplied with gowns, and false fronts, and who 
want to complete themselves as ladies! 

For Mr. Scarlett.—The lamentation of a country 
wench, on his proposal to deprive her of her sweetheart 
because the poor have no right to the use of their natural 
faculties, for their own enjoyments. 

The rest of the rarities are not yet compieted ; but as 
soon as they are, the parties for whom they are intended 
may depend upon an early remittance of them. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
commer 


The Address of the Reformers of Manchester to Sir C,. Wolseley 
and ** Cato,”’ next week. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. LXXXIX. 
a 


“ My masters of misruie! I have a crow to pluck with you” 
Ouv PLAY. 


554. The soldiers say they fight for honour; when the truth 
is, they have their honour io their pocket. And they mean 
the same thing that pretend to light for religion, Just as a par- 
son goes to law with his parishioners ; he says, for the gaod of 
his successors—that the Church may not lose its right ; when 
the meaning is, to get the tithes into his ow; pocket—John 


Selden. Table Talk, 1089. 


_—_——— 


555. We suck in the first rudiments, as we do the common 
air, (facili haustu, as the Lord Bacon expresseth -it) with- 
out discrimination or election, of which indeed our tender and 
unexperienced minds are not capable. And, I confess, it 
is necessary we should do so; sor were there any hurt 
in this innocent easiness, did not most men all their lives 
worship the first thing they saw in the morning of their days, 
and ever after obstinately adhere to those unexamined recep- 
lions. But this is the mischief; when we are children, we are 
apt to believe every thing, and when we are grown men, we sel- 
dom examine things, but settle in their first impressions, without 
viving ourselves the trouble to consider and review them: and 
these prejudices, by custom and long acquaintance with our 
souls, get a mighty interest, and shut them up agaist every 
thing that is different from those images of education. . 


Quo semel est imbuta recens servabit odorem 
Testa din— 


said the Heathen poct; the first seasoning principles and pre- 
judices which we receive in our youth, stick closely to us fora 

r 2 ry’ . ’ e : 
long lime after. Phe wise philosopher tells us, that the soul of 
man is rasa tabula- -like a winite sheet of paper, out of which, 
therefore, it must be more than common art, that can so clearly 
‘ake out the first writing as to superinduce a new copy fair 


Vol. VIL. No. 3. 
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and tegible. "Phis is the true reason why any person finds it so 


dithcult to quit those notions of religion which have been esta 
blished in his mind from his early iafaney. There is a mage. 
lous agreement and natural kindness to those opinions which we 
suck in with cur mother’s mik. They are lke foster brothers, 
to whom it has been observed, there is as strong an inclination 
as to the natural. We play and converse with then from our 
cradles ; and as soon as we cana go alone, we take them by the 
hand; we sleep with them in our bosoms, and contract an in- 
sensible friendship with them,—a pleasing familiarity, which 
takes off all deformities : we love them, and we like them, and 
their very blackness is a beauty,—-as it is with the African na- 
tious, to whom even that, which we judge deformity, appears 
more lovely than the most delicate Europe an beauty. Thus ut 
was truly said of Philo, ‘ That every man’s own religion seemed 
to him best, because he judgeth not of it by reason, but by 
affection :’—like those philosophers of whom Cicero sp: ak e, why 
liked no discipline but their own. Hence we find, that the best 
account many can give of their faith is, that they were bred in 
it: and the most are driven to their religion by custom and 
education, as the indiaus are to baptism, that is, like a drove 
of eattle to the water. Thas du we judge all things by our 
anticipations ; and condemn or applaud them, as they difier or 
agree with our first opinions. [tis on this account, that al- 
maid every country censures the laws, customs, and doctrines, 
of every other, as absurd and unreaso nable, and are confirmed 
in their own follies beyond possibility of convicuon. In a 
word, there is nothing so absurd, to which education cannot 
form our tender youth, it can turn us into shapes more mcn- 
strous than those of Afric :--for in our childhood we are lke 
the melted wax to the prepared seal, capable of any Impression 
from the documents of our teachers. The half-moon or the 
cross are indiflerent to us; and with the same ease can we write 
on this rasa tabula, Turk, or Christian. tence, therefore, tt 
ix, that we find no religion so irrational, but can boast of its 
martyrs; and no opinion so silly and ridiculous, but has had 
some philosopher or other to support and defend it.—- Sir 
Thomas Pepe Blount. Essays on several Subjects, 1691. 


a aN 


056. It's no small grief to me to perceive, that they, whom 
the King’s Majesty, my father, Qvhose soul God pardon, Yinade 
in this world of nothing~in respect of that they be come: to 
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now, and at his last end put in trust to see his last will per 
formed, whereunto they were all sworn upon a book ; it griev 
eth me, 1 say, for the love I bear to them, to see how both 
they break his will, and what usurped power they take upon 
them, ia making (as they call it) laws both clean contrary to his 
proceedings and will, and also against the custom of all Chris- 
tendom, and (in my conscience) against the law of God and 
iis Church: which passeth all the rest- But though you among 
sou have forgotten the King, my father, yet both God’s com- 
mandment and nature will not suffer me to do so, Whierefore, 
with God’s help, I will remain an obedient child to his laws, as 
he left them, till such time as the King’s Majesty, my brother, 
shall have perfect years of discretion to order the power that 
God hath sent him, and to be a judge in these matters himself. 
And I doubt not but he then shall accept my so doing better 
than theirs, which have taken a piece of his power upon them 
in his minority. I do not a little marvel, that you can find 
fault with me, for observing of that law which was allowed by 
him that was a King, not only of power, bnt also of knowledge 
how to order his power. ‘To which laws, if you consented, 
and seemed at that time, to the outward appearance, very well 
to like the same. And more immediately when the King 

reasons to have his proceedings observed. 
Wherefore ! do wonder that you can find fault with me, and 
none all this while with some amongst yourselves, for running 
half a year before that which you now call a law, yea and be- 
fore the Bishops came together. Wherein me thinketh you do 
me very much wrong, if [ should not have as much pre-emi- 
hence to continue in keeping a full authorized law made without 
partiality, (as) they had, both to break the law, which at that 
lime yourselves must needs confess was of full power and 
strength, and to use alterations of their own invention, con- 
trary both to that, yea, and to your new law, as you call it*. 
—The Lady (afterwards Queen) Mary te the Council, justify- 
tug herself for using the mass in K,. Edw. the V1?s minority, 





ttl 
— 


* There is the expression of a hearty and fearless sincerity in 
this curious epistle, which reflects credit on the royal writer, and 
bespeaks an honesty of character which history has not awarded to 
the Catholic Queen, It offers a pertinent illustration of the force 
of education, and the power of early-grafted prejudice; a subject 
that has rarely been treated more admirably than. by Sir TF. P. 
Blount, in the preceding artiele of this collection N. 
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— Irom Sir W. Hicke’s MSS. inthe Appendix to Strype’s 
Memorials of Abp. Cranmer. 1694. 


557+ Mr. Matthus says, ‘ It is clearly the duty of each indi- 

‘vidual not to marry till he has a prospect of supporting his 
‘children.’ Certainly. But this remark 1s limited to the labo- 
rious part of the community, {In consequence, he talks infi- 
nitely ¢ of the more general prevalence of prudential habits with 

“respect to marriages among the poor, from which alone any 

* permanent and general unprovement of their condition can 

‘ arise.” ‘Ihis accords with the proceedings of the Society for 
the Suppression of Vice. Are none improvident but those, who 
should, preparatory to marriage, strike a double average be- 
tween a day’s wages and a quartern loaf?) What is wasted in 
health and property by the rich on mistresses, far exceeds the 
evils of improvident marriages among the laborious. But sup- 
pose not. Do not Princes marry and beget children, which 
they cannot provide for ? Who is so considerate as William IIf., 
who when Stadtholder, and pressed by Temple to marry, said, 
‘ his fortunes were not - a condition for him to think of a wife 2’ 
Do not Princes marry? Yet while a beggar’s brat is a parish 
charge, a prince’s child oppresses the nation. So of the sons 
of great commoners, and of lords, and earls, and marquisses, 
and dukes, who save nothing for theiz younger children; and being 
idle by: right oftheir caste, are supported by places, sinecures, and 
pensions. These are the poor that oppress. Each one of these 
seizes the provision, and wastes the produce, of many toiling 
parsimonious men. These are the pocr, whose support pau- 
perizes the multitude. ‘They are the tiger’s cubs in the dog’s 
litter, —they first exhaust and then—devour their nurse. Yet 
Mr. Malthus has nothing to say to these improvident procrea- 
tors : itis the poor who. monopolize ali his aninadversions. He 
that has thousands and ten thousands, and leaves bis brood 
unprovided, passes unnoticed. Of him and his fellows he 
speaks more gentle than Bottom, when he lisps with @ mon- 
strous little voice ; but, on the improvidence of a poor man’s 
marriage, be acts the lion’s part, and roars that the Duke wil/ 
say, Let him roar again.-—George Ensor. An Enquiry con. 
cerning the Population of Nations. 1818. 


- 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK’ DWARF. 


ae 


Yom the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol to Sir C. 
Wolseley, Bart. . 


ON THE ADOPTION OF HIS OPINIONS BY HIS “ RE- 
SPECTABLE” PERSECUTORS. 


I cannot but congratulate, on the progress which the 
principles you have promulgated in your publicletters are 
making amongst that portion of genteel, and respectable 
society, which has hitherto been as blind as bats, and, 
with true bat-dike pride, has boasted of its blindness. Ae 
a proof of this progress, I take leaveto call your attention 
to the following passages from the speech of Mr. Cur- 
TEIS, the ministerial M. P. for the county of Sussex, at 
an agricultural meeting for that county, held at Battle, 
on the 3d instant. He said, ‘‘ The country appeared to 
“him to be placed in a more perdtous situation than 
‘“‘ever before in the whole stream of its history. We 
** were on the drink of a dreadful precipice, for pau- 
“¢ perism, penury, ruin, and beggary, seemed with rapid 
“* strides to be pervading the whole land.” The cause 
of all this, of course a ministerial M.P. was not very like- 
ly to notice, ] mean the real cause :—for every cunning 
fellow-assigns the fallacious cause, which best suits him, 
when he is compelled to notice in any way the cause of 
the national distress, and Mr. Curteis says: —‘ We have 
‘incurred our debt and enormous taxation ia fighting 
‘* for the independence of all the nations of Europe ; that 
** independence we have established, andour reward isto 
* be inundated, overwhelmed, and ruined by their cheap 
“and untaxed corn. If they had only taxed themselves 
‘- in fighting their own battles, as we had taxed our- 
“selves in a cause where we had only a secondary in- 
* terest, we should not have incurred this danger!” 
his you will perceive is stark nonsense. If the nation 
had only a ¢ secondary interest,” why did it tax itself 
se unnecessarily, and se disproportionately! What was 

Vox. VIL. No. 5. 
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it to this nation, whether the other nations of Europe 
were dependent or independent. If they would not tax 
themselves, to preserve their independence, surely we 
had no reason or right on our side, in taxing ourselves, 
that they might be independent, when they did not 
value their independence themselves. But this is a 
remnant of the Pitt trickery. The Boroughmongers of 
England taxed the nation to preserve their corruptions, 
and usurpations, and nol out of any regard to what be- 
come of any nation besides. Mr. Curteis must knew 
this, or he is but little fitted for a — and knowing 
this, he ought to tell the farmers, that it is the payment 
of the interest of a debt, fraudulently and unjustly 
incurred, which occasions his distress. This Mr. Cur- 
itis does nut do ;—but he does what nearly amounts to 
the same thing, he tells the farmers that the taxation, 
which is occasioned by the debt isa principal cause of their 
grievances. Ife says—‘ No small part of our distress is 
‘“ to be ascribed to the oppressive and grinding taxation 
‘¢ with which we are burdened. How this is to be en- 
** dured and sustained, | cannot imagine ; for 15 millions 
‘each quarter (a sum equalling, if not exceeding our 
‘ whole circulation) were taken from our pockets and 
‘carried intothe Treasury. Taxes we cannot get rid 
*¢ of, and this evil must be endured ; but even this griev- 
“ance admits of some palliation. A _ strict and rigid 
‘economy pervading every department of the State, 

and which would not content itself with cheese- parings 
and candle ends, would be highly beneficial to us; an 
economy which should extend itself to great as well 
as small places, which should not content itself with the 
“catch of small fry, but strike at the great leviathan ; 
‘much more might be done for our benefit by atax undex 
‘ the name ofa Property Tax on the Public Funds. This 
would be no novelty ; for this we have a precedent. The 
land-owner and stock-holder are like merchants em- 
barked in a crazy ship and troubled sea ; the storme 
have arisena—it has become. necessary for each to throw 
“ever a portion of the cargo to lighten the ship. We 
(the land-owners) hayedone ourduty; we havetkrown 
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“¢ over, for the common safety, our share of the cargo, 
“ almost to our very ruin. The stock-holder must act 
“ in the same manner, or he must of necessity partici- 
‘nate in the same ruin. The land-owner, however, 
‘“‘ has his comfort ; that his acres must certainly remain 
“till it pleases the great author of all things to take 
‘¢them.to himself. The stocks being a mortal creation, 
‘must of necessity carry with them the seeds of their 
‘‘ own dissolution. Therecanbe no reason why the Stock- 
‘‘ holder should not contribute to the support of the Na- 
‘tional Clergy, for they have souls to be saved as well 
‘Sas the Landowners. There can’ be no reason why 
“they should not contribute to the support of the poor, 
‘for they make paupers as well as the landown- 
ers.” 

You see, Sir, that this gentleman, in acknowledging 
the truth of our propositions, has recourse to the usua 
artifice with respect to the remedy. Instead ofinduciag 
ihe farmers to take their stand against the enormous 
pressure of taxation, he wants them to shuffle a part on 
the shoulders of the fund-lords, and stagger under the re- 
mainder as long as they can: and he holds out the ridi- 
culous threat, that the land wl remazn, while the stocks 
must perish. But he must see that the land will not 
remain in the same hands; to those who lose it 
might as well be annihilated; and it is not by’ the idle 
means he recommends—petitioning the ministerial ma- 
jority in parliament—that it can be preserved. Not. 
content, you see, Sir, with wanting the fundholders to 
pay a property-tax upon their interest, Mr. Curteis 
wants them also to contribute to the ¢ythes. because. 
they have souls to be saved, as.well as the landbolders! 
This is enough to make one laugh! As if paying tythes 
were the way to save souls! And as if the land-iiolders 
would pay any thing if they were not cumpelle./, aot- 
withstanding the jeopardy of all. the souls in-Caris-. 
tendom! But the best joke is, that, in the same speech. 
M. Curteis allows himself to be a lay-impropriator, 
that a day-receiver of tythes, and I suppose he does not 
mean to say that any payment of tythes to Aim, is neces- 
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sary for the salvation of the soul of the payers ! and all 
lay-impropriatorships ought to abolished instantly, upon 
his own argument! Suppose he begins with the sacrifice 
of his own! This would be setting a good example, 
and certainly a just one. How come these lay-impro- 
priations to exist! What was allowed for the support 
of the church, could not be alienated by the church. If 
the church did not want zt, it must revert to the public, 
to whom it naturally belonzed. The payment of tythes, 
at all, is a questionable matter, as to the law and justice of 
the case, but the payment of tythes for anything but the 
immediate and actual support of the church, is unquestion- 
ably the result of extortion. One cannot help laughing at 
the wry faces which the landlords are making, while they 
are endeavouring to fashion something new ‘out of the 
_ Old Rapicat Doctrines, which they have been perse- 
cuting so long. 
There was one sensible person there, who went boldly 
lo the clear proposition, *‘ that a reduction of taxation 
‘* was the ouly means of meeting the difficulty’;” and 
yet he did not or would not see that such a reduction 
could only be the result of a reform in the assembly 
which imposed the taxation ;—and a letter from Lord 
George Cavendish was read, in which he says :—‘S With . 
- regard to the relief that is to be applied, it is not to be 
“done either by the repeal of the Corn Laws, which 
“have had but little or no effect, or by a substituting a 
** protecting duty, which would, ‘in my opinion, be pre- 
“‘ ferable measure. The present state of thing has been 
“* produced by encreasecé and enormous taxation (ap- 
“ ilause), and by a decreased taxation it can alone be 
‘““ remedied, which decrease will necessarily require a 
‘* diminution of the public expenditure.” But this opini- 
on, which is so evidently borrowed from the “éeco penny 
trash,” did not lead the noble writer, or the hearers of the 
opinion, to enquire 7¢/at had caused this increased, this 
enormous taxuiwn! Not did the-fact lead them to the 
evident conclusion, that those who had produced, would 
nardly diminish, the pressure of taxation. A little longer, 
Sir, and all these matters will be as plain to the obtuse 
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‘ntellects of these honorable and learned genilemen, as 
they have long been to yourself, and the much-abused, 
though now triumphant, Radicals. 


THE BLACK DWARE. 











MANCHESTER OBSERVER. 


This terrible spectre to the enemies of freedom in the 
North is not yet laid for ever inthe Red Sea. Mr. Sax- 
ton has been with me :—and we have been endeavouring 
to arrange for its re-appearance, at an early hour, on the 
26th inst, * just in the place where it was wont to walk,” 
and as nearly as possible in its usual garb. A double 
misunderstanding, which nothing but a persoual tater- 
view could have removed, was productive of the suspen- 
sion—whica has only added to the proof of its value, by 
the anxiety which has been. displayed for its continuance. 
fam now perfectly satisfied, that Mr. Saxton’s intentions 
were to be as faithful to his private engagements, as he 
has been consistent in bis public conduct; and I regret 
that an omission on his part to communicate with me, 
eecasioned tie feelings, under the impression of which I 
wrote the essay on tbe suspension of the paper. I was 
anxious to speak only the truth, upon a subject on which 
i felt it was imperious that something should be said, to 
“satisfy the numerous enquiries with which I was assailed, 
Nhe whole truth, however, was not in my possession ; 
and neglecting to put me in possession of it, appears to 
Have been the ** head and front” of Mr. Saxton’s offend- 
ing; besides the difficullies inseparable from the manage- 
iment of such aconeern. A plan has been devised to ob- 
viate them ; from which the happiest results are expect- 
cil —and we cannot doubt of that cordial co: operation of 
the friends of Reform, which has been heretofore expe- 
as toes = 7 aarg ie reporting the proceedings of 

mes icra Union, its existence is perhaps, es- 
ential to the complete success of the endeavour to unite 
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the Reformers of the whole kingdom into one indisso- 
luble phalanx :—and this consideration, alone, would ren- 
der us anxious to continue it, under those disadvantages 
with which we must still expect to struggle. But, while 
every thing that is possible on our part shall be done to 
perpetuate the Manchester Observer, we must request 
our agents in particular, and the Reformers in general, 
to remember that we are dependent upon prompt pay- 
ment for our’ means of warfare with corruption. We 
have no “ T'reasury-mine of wealth,” in which to dip 
our hands:—the boroughmongers take care to give no 
credit for the red mark of their usurpations. Our 
workmen cannot postpone the necessary supply of their 
wants ;—and though we have neither shrunk from per- 
secution, nur from its results, yet it has not left us quite 
so rich as it found us. ‘In our first feelings of disappoint- 
ment, it was my determination not to meddle with any 
publication that was not entirely under my own control ; 
but I cannot see an opportunity of serving the general 
cause, in the slightest degree, without being anxious to 
embrace it. While I remain here, I shall, of course, 
need some little indulgence from the friends of Reform, 
for not being able ‘to serve them so effectually as I could 
wish :—but in a few months, I hope to resume my active 
duties, with the more vigour and effect, from the tempo- 
rary privations I have to endure. 
T. J. WOOLER. 


oat. 


POLITICAL CHEMISTRY. 


—— 





How to make a Mine of Wealth. 


This pleasing deception is to be managed by confede- 
racy. You are to produce an empty box, which you 
call a dank, and shew it to the audience, that they may 
perceive there is nothing in it. You then shut it, and 
tell them you will fill it, by the system of Pitt, the con- 
jurer, often celebrated under the, name of Black Billy. 
You then begin a long rigmarole story, in Billy’s way, 
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about public faith, and public credit, and ways and means, 
and resources ; while those who are in the confederacy 
pick the pockets of the gaping audience ; and slip it 
into the box, which you then open, and exhibit, to the 
astonishment of the dupes who will not imagine that their 
pockets have been emptied, to fill the bank. Of course 
you keep the money, and thus it becomes a mine of 
wealth to you. And if any of the audience find out the 
irick, and begin to enquire after their money, call in a 
couple ef constables, and take them into custedy, fer 
disturbing the peace of society ! 





Qe ——a 


BIRMINGHAM UNION, 


In support of the sufferers in the cause of Reform, and 
in co-operation with the Great Northern Union. 





it is with much pleasure, we publish the following do- 
cuments, relative to the progess of the Birmingham 
Union, in furtherance of the cause of reform. CQur ex- 
pectations have been surpassed, by the success of the 
infant institution, though we were well aware that it was 
only necessary to appeal to the friends of reform, in that 
populous town, to produce a corresponding answer. 
Comment is unnecessary. The proceedings demonstrate 


the value of the institution more effectually® than any 
verbal illustration. 


oa cme 


TO SIR CHARLES WOLSELEY, BART. 

Respected Sir, 
| _ Itiswith feelings of great pleasure, and pride, that 
{ transmit you the sum of two pounds, for the use of the Great 
Northern Radical Union; voted from the funds of The Bir- 
iningham Union, or Patriot’s Friend Society. 

[ trust, Sir, that the sum will not be looked upon in its tri- 
vial nature; but as the first contribution of an Institution, 
whieh has afforded relief to individuals suffering under the iron 
wm of perverted laws;—and the members of which are de- 
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termined, by unity and perseverance, not only to continue their 
efforts in support of their imprisoned countrymen; but also 
to assimilate themselves to as great an extent as possible with 
the National Union, of which you are the Treasurer. The 
infant state of our society must plead as an apology for the 
smallness of the sum remitted ; and, I trust, that as it increases 
m age, it will increase in numbers and resources. ‘Ihe Report 
of the Committee, together with a statement of the last quar- 
ter’s account, are submitted for your perusal. 

I cannot forego this opportunity of congratulating you on 
the termination “of your imprisonment. You, Sir, have taught 
your base and cruel enemies that the dungeon ofa patriot, so 
far from breakivg his noble spirit, serves to endear to him the 
more truly, the injured rights of his country. To see a Baronet 
of England nobly spurning the sarcasms of his equals in rank 
and fortune, who have lost the natural courage of men, and 
taken the part of their country’s oppressors ; to see such a 
Baronet stand alone among the aristocracy of the kingdom, to 
contend for the inalienable rights of the ‘ lower orders” of the 
people. This, of itself, would be sufficient to induce the peo- 
ple to testify their admiration and gratitude to such a really 
high-minded Englishman. But to see such a man placed within 
A eloomy dungeon, for his attachment to the people, patiently 
enduring eighteen months’ confinement, rather than desert his 
principles, is enough to rouse every dormant passion of the 
human breast ; and the people of ‘Great Britain surely never 
can discharge the debt they owe to such genuine disinterested - 
ness. 

Every Englishman who values his freedom, his happiness, 
and the renown of his country, is anxiously looking forward for 
the day when justice shall guide the helm of state, and restore 
10 you 4 compensation for the accumulated wrongs you have 
suffered. That the sun of that day may shortly rise in the ful! 
radiance of its native splendour, and that you may long live 
happy in the affections of the people, is the prayer of, 

Sir, 
your humble servant, 
THOS. LAKINS, Sub-Treasurer. 
High Street, Bordesley, een, 
Jan. %, 1332 


BIRMINGHAM PATRIOTIC FUND. 
The Gemimittee of the “Birmingham Union, or Patriots 
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Friend Society,” feel great pleasure in laying before their friends, 
and the public at large, a statement of their first quarter's receipis 
and disbursements. When it is considered that the institution 
is in its infancy,and that even its existence is not generally known, 
the success which, in so short a period, has attended the efforts 
of the few individuals by whom it is composed, certainly pre- 
sents a brightening prospect ofthe advantages that will hereafter 
result from its establishment. There can be no doubt, now 
that the first quarter’s accounts are such as will not fail to excite 
a lively animation in the breast of every friend of liberty and 
of man, that henceforward the funds of the institution will 
materially increase ; and the committee trusts that, at the ex- 
piration of another quarter, they shall be able to exhibit to 
publie view the gigantic strides with which it has proceeded. 
Surely when Englishmen have been condemned to cruel con- 
finement in the most unwholesome dungeons, for having, ina 
fearless and independent manner, advocated the rights and 
liberties of their country, no man, who professes to be a 
patriot, unless he possesses a heart of flint, will refuse to alte- 
viate, a3 much as possible, the miseries such praise-worthy in- 
dividuals have been doomed to suffer, 

The institution, as will be seen by the annexed statement of 
iis accounts, has kept this object steadily in view; but 
there is yet another, and a greater motive, to induce 
the members to use their most strenuous exertions in 
its support.—It is evident that an Englishman’s patrimany 1s 
now anempty sound—his freedom and his property are now 
disposed of without the least ceremony, by persons whom it 
would be useless here to enumerate---his voice is of no avail in 
ihe dearest interests of his country; while those laws of sacred 
and immutable justice, “ won by the valonr, cemented with the 
blood,” and adjusted by the wisdom of his ancestors, are 
treated with as little decorum as though they had never existed. 
Vo assist in restoring them to their pristine vigour and purity, 
st 1s intended to assimilate a part of the funds of this society 
with that national association, “The Great Northern Union ?” 
tht objects of which are to provide a sufficiency of money, (of 
witich Sir Charies Wolseley is Treasurer) to place within the 
House of Commons, men who will honestly, attentively. and 
assiduously altend to their duty, by promoting the interests of 
the  eople, and exposed the venality and corruption of their un- 
feeling: oppressors. Such a man is to be found in that “ cham- 
pien ef universal iberty,” Henry Hunt, Esq.; and, as that in- 
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flexible adherent to the rights of Englishmen, bas pledged hur- 
self tostand as a Candidate for Preston, at the next election 
is is hoped that the people of Birmingham will join hand and 
heart, in co-operation with the Union of the North, in order 
that his return may be piaced beyond the possibility of a doubt 

Already has that institution assumed a terrific aspect to its op- 
ponents: since its commencement it has proceeded with unex- 
pected rapidity : and most assuredly, if assisted from other 
parts of the kingdom, it cannot fail in its objects. 

Rouse then, fellow townsmen, from your stupor—slzew that 
you are men, and that you will not forego your independence, 
Prove to the world that you place a value on the liberties 
transmitted to you from your forefathers, and that yoe are re- 
sulutely determined, ‘no action of yours shall ever sully their 
ancient fame,” 

WILLIAM BUTLER, Chairman. 

N. B. The Committee meet the First and Third Wednes- 
day evenings in every month, at the Coffee-rooms, in Union- 
street ; where any member may have access to the books of the 
Society. 


STATEMENT OF QUARTER’S ACCOUNT. 








&.s. a 
To Cash paid for Advertisement in the Mercury, 7s 
To Cash paid for printing three hundred hand-bills . 0 6 O 
To Cash paid for twenty-four subscription books . 0 4 0 
To Cash paid for printing one thousand addresses . 0 17 0 
To Cash paid for printing five hundred rules of the ? 018 0 
Society. ; 
To Cash remitted to prisoners in Warwick Gao! 5 10 0 
To ditto in Oakham Gaol 3 0 0 
To ditto in Coldbath Fields prison ; , 210 0 
To Cash remitted to Sir Charles Wolseley, forthe) 4 9 g 
use of the Great Northern Radical Union} : 
615 12 0 
By Cash received at sundry times, between October 
24, 1821, and January 2, 1822, ’ 15 10 0 
Balance due to the Treasurer : , 0 2 0 
£15 12 O 


«x The mames of the parties relieved are omitted from 2 
sense of delicacy; any person wishing for more particular infor: 
mation, tnay oblain the same by making application at the rooms, 
op the evenings of meeting. 


THOMAS LAKINS, Sub-treasurer. 


Hiza-street, Bordesley 
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POLITICAL SCHOOL BOYS! 





Among this class of ministerial chirpers, un fledged 
pensioners, and sinecurists in embryo, we perceive a 
pert gentleman, who is called the Honorable Henry 
Lascelles, a minor branch of the Harewood family, who 
seems to dread lest the honey should be all stolen out of 
the hive, before he is big enough to draw near the state 
table, and put in his claim. He has, therefore, joined 
the crew of essayists in Blackweod’s Edinburgh Maga- 
zine, the pages of which are stained with the blood of 
Mr. John Scott, who was virtually murdered by the in- 
fernal spirit which presides over its management. [n this 
fit company for political swindlers, forgers of falsehoods, 
and base time-serving sycophants, we should never have 
sought for him by name:—but the Editor of the York 
soot-bag, originally christened the Yorkshire Gazette, 
has thought fit to take him by the ears, and lift him out 
from amidst his associates, and put a label upon his back, 
to tell us he is the author of a string of pilfered argu- 
ments, diluted with some egregious nonsense of his own, 
by way of inference. It is a common stratagem with 
some young honourable gentlemen, who aspire to the 
character of writers, to hire some needy scribbler to 
vamp up a pamphlet, or an essay, which is ushered to the 
world as the production of the honourable patron. We 
suspect this has been the case here; and that some 
‘needy Scotchman has patched up the essay, which 
bears this honorable name. As the honorable gen- 
tleman is probably at home for the holidays, we 
will in charity enable him to revise his theme. The 
young gentleman is made to admit the truth of an axiom 
never before held to be capable of a doubt; and he tells 
us that, “any reform is a good thing ;” and he also ad- 
mits another equal truism, that “the representation 

might be improved ;”—but the young gentleman does 
not think it very clearly made out, that a change of the 
representation would produce any speedier relief, than 
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“the system Which it is the interest of government to 
“adopt, and which, it appears, ministers are steadily 
“pursuing.” This is modestly saying that what this ho- 
norable gentleman does not sec clearly. is not clear te any 
body else:—and he might as well teil us— 


‘* The whole universe should pipe and cry, 
“ Tf he but put his finger in bis eye” 


What is it to any body else, whether the honorable 
Ilenry Lascelles can see clearly, or cannot see at all! 
Who wants his counsel? Who heeds his opinion, if he 
is so stupid as to admit a thing may be improved, and 
yel opposes ils improvement? ‘The intellects of such a 
man are hopeless; and we might as well put him to bed, 
as send him to school, for any chance of his mending. 
The system that the ministry is steadily pursuing, makes 
every thiny worse. And this, the honorable Mr. Ienry 
Lascelles thinks the Jest syste:n inthe world. We care 
not how soon its blessings reach him in the same degree 
that they reach the public! ‘This young g ntleman 
says, the prosperity during the war was owing to the sys- 
tem; but that it has been blighted by other causes. 
What are they? Do'pray tell us, good young gentle- 
man? Are these causes tog much, or too little, food—too 
few, or too many mouths—the transition from war to 
peace—or tlic late wet weather. After so many pro- 
phets have in vain endeavoured to find out any other 
cause, do let us know your thoughts. Folly is free in 
convivial seasons, and you cannot talk more stupidly 
upon the subject, than Liverpoo! and Castlereagh have 
talked already. A little reason some times flushes from 
the most addled brains:—and this honorable gentleman 
tells us “the people can apply the remedy better thaa 
the ministry.” But how? He surely does not mean 
that the mode of procedure mentioned by Mr. Hob- 
house should be adopted by the people, does he? We 
are much obliged to him for the information that it is a 
¥ popular error,” that “ ministers are the patrons of 
* corruption, and from the possession of placeand power, 
* the enemies of the people!” We wish it was—but ths 
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facts are °° as notorious as the sun at noon-day.” Did not 
Castlereagh patronise his own seat-selling? Does he 
not patronize the wholesale seat-selling of other folks. 
Did not Pitt say, ‘* No HONEST MAN COULD BE MINISTER, 
‘““ UNDER THE PRESENT SYSTEM ?” Does this honorable 
young man think the readers of Blackwood’s Magazine 
all ideots, that he endeavours to palm this nonsense upon 
them? He must surely think the work read only 
among blockheads, after the third bottle has been dis- 
patched, when he adds, that the public burthens bear as 
heavily upon the ministers, as upon the other classes of 
the community! Yes! their enormous gains may bear 
heavily upon them! They may have more gains than 
they can carry! This is the only way in which public 
burthens dear upon them. A rogue might as well 
complain that his booty was too heavy!, With this 
slight glance at the logic of this honorable young gen- 
tleman, we must leave him for the present. He will 
perceive that he must study the matter over again, before 
he writes any further, or sanctions without discrimina- 
tion what others writefor him: and his Yorkshire friend 
had better have hid him in a real soot-bag, than have 


os exhibited him in his receptacle of literary dust, and | 
th. 


—_ 





AN ADDRESS TO THE REFORMERS OF 
LEICESTER. 


Fellow Townsmen, | 

It is with much regret, that J, a humble indivi- 
ual am induced to take up the pen, to endeavour to 
rouse you from a lethergy which is fatal to your best in- 
terest, and to sound in your ears a subject which re- 
quires your most serious consideration. It should rather 
have been done by some more important personage than 
myself; but since it has been neglected, you will re- 
member that it is not the proposer, but the thing pro- 
posed, that requires your attention. [have been waiting 
I anxious expectation that some one would remind 
you that if is at this period of your partial relicf from 
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the pressure of the Borcughmonger—system, that you: 
should be more on the alert to remove that pressure al- 
together. It is not when you are pining with hunger, 
with immediate ruin before your eyes, that you can be se 
effective in the assertion of the rights of man as at pre- 
sent, when you are comparatively in a better condition. 
Make hay, therefore, while the sun shines. Do not wait 
until distress shall again make you clamorous, but let « 
your reason direct you to the means within your reach, 
to prevent the distress from reaching you again. You 
may now do much. The Boroughmongers dread you ;_ 
and the objects now principally fleeced by the Borough~ 
mongers, are only witheld by-shame from courting 
your assistance to reduce the Boroughmongers to reason. 
The Great Northern Union affords the means of an ef- 
fective confederation of the friends of reform thoughout’ 
the Kingdom ; and ] am in hopes my fellow-townsmen 
will not be among the latest of those who contribute te 
swell out the formidable ranks of friends to the rights of. 
man! Let the sleepers awake. Let the indolent 
bestir themselves! Let the rich bring in their -super-- 
fluities, and the poor contribute their mites. We can: 
all do something, and the aggregate of all our endea- 
vours will amount to much. The most stupendous edi- 
fice is comprised of single stones, piled upon each other. 
in gradual succession. But few hands, comparatively, 
are requisite to complete the noblest building. What 
then might we not expect as the result of every reformer 
bringing his stone to complete the magnificent edifice of 
radical reform ? No matter whether it be small or large. 
Jt will be equally essential to the whole; and the bringer 
will be estimated by his fellows. The corner stone is 
faid—the building is advancing above the foundations—. 
the workmen are ready, and the materials alone are 
wanting. | was one of those who slept on, dreaming that 
nothing could be none; but a little spectre, in sables, 
called the Black Dwarf, tapped me upon the shoulder, 
urged me to get up, and TRY: ‘I can do but little,” » 
suid J. ‘*Never mind,” said the spectre, ‘“¢ You are 
not asked to do much, but todo all you can.” “It 
will be of no use.” said J. “for other people will do no- 
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thing.” “ How do you know that?” said blacky, ‘* what 
right have you tq suppose your brother reformers will 
not be as willing as yourself, todo all they can? Come, 
come ;—somebody must begin; set them a good example; 
get up and trythem *” “Well,” said I,“¢if1 do, youmust 
carry my message to them; and perhaps you may give 
them a tap on the shoulder; if you should find them 
asleep.” ‘That I will,” said Blacky, ‘anda good fillip 
on the ears, into the bargain, if they should be 
difficult to wake,” added I. To this he made no answer ; 
but immediately vanished through an aperture in my 
writing desk ;—and not feeling comfortable at the idea of 
breaking my engagement with a being that might 
have dealings with the other world, for ought I know : 
and having fulfilled my promise of sending to his usual 
haunt, a message for all my townsmen, to which I hope 
they will pay all due respect, 
I Remain, 
Anenemy to Boroughmonger usurpations, 
And a friend to every means of subduing them, 


A FELLOW-TOWNSMAN. 

Leicester, Jan. 10, 1822. 

N. B. Aneasy method of carrying into effect, the plan 
proposed by Mr. Hunt; is to form a general com- 
inultee of trusty men, each being responsible for the sub- 
scriptions of twenty reformers :—Every member of the 
committee paying fourpence weekly for himself, and 
twenty pence for the cla-s he represents, would pay to 
the treasurer two shillings every week. When five 
classes were thus formed, a centurian should be elected ; 
and the first division would be complete. A second 
would sueceed in like manner! and in the full maturity 
of the plan the centurians might form the acting com- 
mittee ; the collectors of classes, the general committee 
of management; while the concerns of the society would 
be submitted to the general body of subscribing reform- 
ers, at regular periods. Thus a regularly organized 
political and rational Militia, might be formed 
hroughout the kingdom, with one purpose, and one 


means of pursuing it, until the desired reform were ac- 
complished, 
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THE MINE OF WEALTH. 


Lord Egremont, fat, and well pensioned, and sleek, 
Addressing t. e beobies of Sussex last week, 
Assur’d them the thing call'd the national deb t, 
Was a rare mine of wealth inexhaustible yet. 

’ The boobies all stared, but his lordship went on, 
T'o shew how this wonderful thing might be shewn. 
No interest had he in deceiving he said, 
For to put in the funds never entered his head. 
He had uot a shilling, not he, in the stocks, 
He only pulled out, not put in to the box. 
Buta mine of rich wealth he could make it appear, 
When he dipped in his fingers just four times a-year, 
Tis a pity some rustic among the dull crew, 
Didn't ask if the farmers might have a dip too ? 
They had quickly found out the great diff’rence between 
The rogues who take cut, and the fools who put in! 

QUIZ. 








BRILLIANT TERMINATION OF THE WAR, 


ee A 


To the Rt. Hon. Lord Stourton. 


My Lorp, 


Your * brilliant termipation of the war,” © 
shone like a meteor blazing thro’ the air, 

Whose glory’s but a momentary light, 

Which flashes in the eyes and dims the sight : 

As lards, thro’ weakness of the visual nerve, 

Are blind to what the vulgar can observe : 

The valgar know, whate’er successes come, 

That foreign wars bring want, and mis’ry tiome ;—- 
That ev’ry victory which armies gata, 
Strikes otfa link from freedom’s golden chain ; 
‘These stubborn facts, no sophistry can veil, 
From those who nothing but oppression feel ! 
They know, that quacks who boast an easy cure, 
Oftleave the patieats health worse than before, 
And think it willbe cheapest, after all, 

To let the remedy be Radical. 

Therefore, my lord, prescribe a state reform, 


}, Aad the old vessel yet may brave the storm. v. 





Tera wer ers . . a 
rere 
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